
Gadsden Minutemen growing in prominence 



ASSOCIATED PKESS 


In the photo¬ 
graph above, a 
Gadsden Minute- 
man who called 
himself Gene, in¬ 
structs 10-year- 
old Scott in the 
use of a rifle 
during activities 
in Glencoe 
during the 
summer. In the 
photograph at 
right, the man 
on the right, who 
would not give 
his name, fires 
an assault 
weapon while 
John Landrum, 
foreground, 
takes aim with a 
9mm handgun. 
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Gadsden Minutemen. 


By Donna Maltbie 
Tima Staff Writer 

The Gadsden Minutemen militia group got its start tl • 
way many free puppies have found good homes—with i 
ad in the classified section of a newspaper. 

Co-founder Mike Kemp 
said in die spring of 1994 he 
took an ad in the "guns for 
sale" section of The Gadsden 
TYmcs'classifieds asking any¬ 
one interested in forming a 
militia to write to a post office 
box. 

“I had reached a boiling 
point concerning govern¬ 
mental abuse and govern¬ 
mental arrogance," lie said. 

Kemp said he thought a 
militia would be a way to ad¬ 
dress it 

He said he got three re- A potch worn on the 
ponses, one from a man he h Jrf f jf 
hasn t heard from since. An- .' T *.. 

other came from a local man identifies a member of the 
who went on, Kemp said, to 
form his own underground 
group. 

The third response came from Jeff Randall. The rest«' 
the story. Kemp said, is a fairly open book. 

Newspaper stories about the group appeared in Decor 
ber 1994, and other media attention followed. In Januar 
the group had a meeting at Elliott Community Center* fc 
anyone interested. About 50 people attended. 

Tire next week, Kemp spoke to mem¬ 
bers of the Mid-Morning IGwanis Club. 

Kemp said the organization Iras about 
500 people on its mailing list, but he did 
not disclose its number of members. 

Media Bypass, a magazine dial mili¬ 
tia member s distributed at a recent 
press conference and which featured 
tire Gadsden Minutemen on tire cover, 
identified lire group as tire third largest 
militia in the country. 

Some of tire group members’ names, , e - 

faces and philosophies have become before a jury 
known feu* beyond their namesake city- ond say the 

The bombing of a federal building in words ‘ fullu 
Oklahoma City in April brought militia informed * 
organizations to tire media forefront, . , , . 

when implications were made thatsus- jury an(i 1 
pccts were, if not militia members, mill- can *t be 
tia-wannabes. 

Wlrile miEtia groups all over die coun¬ 
try were put on die defensive to some 
degree, the Gadsden Minutemen soon 
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j can get up 


disbarred or 
held in 
contempt 

-Mike Kcmi 


Kemp 

■ Continued from AI 
went on the attack, public relations- 
wise. 

In May, Randall said he infillrated 
tlic *Good O' Boys Roundup," an tub 
nual gathering of few enforcement of¬ 
ficers in Ocoee. Tetin. The plwtos Ran¬ 
dall took there. along with n videotape 
mafic at the 1300 roundup, were made 
public- a couple of months laier in the 
Washington Times, with detailed ac¬ 
counts of alleged racist activities oc¬ 
curring at the roundup. 

Hie resulting attention Lo the 
roundup led to a Justice Department 
investigation and a congressional probe 
oftlir matter. 

That's what sets us apart from other 
militia groups " Kemp said, ‘'We've 
gone proactive,'’ 

So far. Kemp said, the only action 
lie's seen taken after the roundup ex¬ 
pose is an attenifH to "discredit the mes¬ 
senger and “Eli rents" from the Justice 
Department if the militia group does 
not turn over the original 1990 video¬ 
tape, 

Kemp said he believe* It is die gov¬ 
ernment's quest to get tltet original tape 
that led to a raid on his house, 

Qti &epL 8. Kemp was arrested by 
officers from the Etowah County 
Drug/Major Crimes Task Force and 
die Alabama Bureau of Investigation's 
Narcotics Division on a charge of first- 
degree possession of marijuana, after 
what Kemp said was an “unwarranted 
raid" on his Lookout Street residence. 

Officers seized not only potted mar 
ijuana plants* but more than 25 guns 
and Kemp's computer He said a mo¬ 
tion lias been filed asking for the re¬ 
turn of his property, but he has heard 
no response. 

Kemp said officers also took a copy 
of die "Good O’ Boys Roundup'' tape. 
He said he doesn't know which gov¬ 
ernment agency called for it but he is 
certain the tape is what brought offi¬ 
cers to his house. 

Officers said they received a tip that 
Kemp was growing marijuana and flew 
over his hous£ in a helicopter and spot¬ 
ted the plants. They admitted appre¬ 
hension. because Kemp had Indicated 
In the past he would defend his home 
from few enforcement officers. 

He was arrested without incident. 
Kemp said he believes the officers 1 
intention was to catch him armed, so 
they could shoot him and shut him up, 
A short time before Kemp was ar¬ 
rested Randall had announced his res¬ 
ignation from the Minutemen to pur¬ 
sue other things and escape the public 


attention. Afler Kemp was arrested, 
Randall called a press conference to an- 
nnunee hls return. 

Since the nirest, Raixiall and Kemp 
have spoken out about alleged cor¬ 
ruption In the sheriff's department 
Itoth say the sheriff s department was 
under investigation before officers 
came to Kemp s house, 

Etowah County Sheriff James Hayes 
paid he heard no criticism of the de¬ 
partment until after Kemp was arrest¬ 
ed 

Hayes said fw met with members of 
the militia group same time ago. He 
said he does not agree with many of 
their idea*. He said that in a newslet¬ 
ter the Minutemen even voiced sup- 
ixirt for local sheriff, who are elected 
by the people to enforce die few. 

Their d iai!ge of views since Kemp’s 
arrest, he said, is an attempt to get 
away from the issue. 

The arrest may have harmed the 
Minutemen’s Image In some quarters, 
Kemp said, but it has infuriated some 
people. 

The (Oklahoma City) bombing 
scared off some people/* he said, "but 
it brought otlvers out" 

Kemp said the Minutemen have "ac¬ 
tively and specifically declared war" on 
government agencies that overstep 
their bounds, 

For the militia members, those 
bounds are defined by the Uis. Con¬ 
stitution atone, he said, 

"When a referee inaiks off 10 yards 
for a penalty, 1 ' Kemp said, "he's doing 
it because the rule book says to, not 
because of wliat some other referee did 
last week, 

The Constitution Is the rule book," 
he said 

Kemp said die government should 
fear die people via the ballot box, rather 
tirnn ihe fjeople living tn fear of the gov 
eminent 

There Is no shortage of constitu¬ 
tional Issues, he said, to motivate die 
militia. He questions taxation, gun laws 
and drug laws, and he says the media 
is not doing Us duty as a watchdog of 
government agencies. 

“We are actively in search of gov* 
erumente] abuses. Thai is the type fear 
we want the government to have of 
people," Kemp said. There is really 
nothing sinister about the Gadsden 
Minutemen or any of our associates." 

Kemp has openly discussed his ide¬ 
ology and that of the militia tor months, 
and openly questioned the govern¬ 
ment's flfegBfaatfon of die hemp ptent 
more commonly known now as mari¬ 
juana. 

Tm not asking for anyone's bless¬ 
ing for what I do in my own home," 


Kemp said. “There's no one on earth 
complaining abou t what I do, or about 
anything TV done to them. 

"If I'm not bothering someone. leave 
me alone" he said, "I stand on the 
Bible. Tl*e Lord put hemp here. Who's 
to say I cant use It? 

“But It's not hempiuiy more. It's mar¬ 
ijuana. Its the devil's weed." lie said. 

Kemp indicated his arrest is like 
Brier Rabbit being thrown into the briar 
patch. 

They've got a medical marijuana 
fight on their hands now." he said. 
That's something they never counted 
on.'’ 

Kemp said he grows and smokes 
“hemp 1 * to ease effects of Ms physical 
condition, which requires him to take 
insulin and other medications. He said 
lie is a diabetic, has epilepsy and suf¬ 
fers partial paralysis. 

He said he ho|>es hls defense of the 
charge is successful, because the al¬ 
ternative will be dying in prison. 

"My health purely won't tolerate it," 
Kemp said. 

He said he plans to stand up tor him¬ 
self in court 

"The Constitution s^jelfe out my light 
for a legal adviser of my choosing,” 
Kemp said. “It says nothing about hav¬ 
ing some mercenary to stand in my 
stead wlio belongs to lire same dub as 


the judge and the prosecutor." 

Kemp said he will have legal advice, 
which was offered to him without so- 
BHtation. 

He said he stands a better chance of 
having a "toily informed jury" by being 
his own spokesman in court. 

To the legal system, he said, fully in¬ 
forming a jury is jury tempering. 

1 can't be disbarred," Kemp said, "I 
can get up before a jury and say the 
words'fully informed jury' and I can't 
be disbarred or held In contempt." 

Some militia groups speak more of 
violent action than the Minutemen, 
Kemp said. 

For die Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation, as long as the group is not 
threatening violence, it is not a prob¬ 
lem. 

"We don't initiate any investigations 
unless (a group) is advocating violence 
against the United States or an indi¬ 
vidual or a group of individuals,'' said 
Jimmie Brown, spokesman for the 
Birmingham office of the FBI, 

He said the Minutemen liave been 
vocal in the past couple of years, but 
usually a group's comments give an in¬ 
dication of whether they are potential 
|y violent 

"As tong as they are just exercising 
their freedom of speech." Brown said, 
tiiere Is no legal conflict 


























